Background: Leprosy is a chronic infectious disease that is endemic in Brazil and little studied in patients over 60 years old. oBjective: The aim of this study was the epidemiological and clinical description of cases of leprosy in individuals older than 60 years, notified in the State of Espírito Santo -Brazil. Methods: It was an observational, descriptive and retrospective study of leprosy patients notified between 2001 and 2011. results: Out of 16,025 notifications, 2,510 (15.6%) were of patients over 60 years of age; the distribution among the period was egalitarian except in the last 2 years, when there was a mild reduction of cases; the average was 70 years of age (±7 years); 46% were women, being 62% of those paucibacillary cases; 1,145 (50.5%) were dark-skined people in particular among paucibacillary cases; 1,638 (72.9%) were illiterates or poorly instructed n particular among multibacillary cases (P=0.022); 59.9% patients were clinically multibacillary cases and 37.4% had positive bacilloscopy; 37.9% patients had clinical alterations on peripheral nerves, 36.7% of all the multibacillary cases were classified as grade I and 15.3% as grade in assessment of disability. study liMitations: This was a retrospective study, which used secondary data generated by physicians and notified by other professionals, whar could have enabled possible errors on original data. conclusions: Leprosy in this age group suggests a long incubation period with reactivation of latent focus or late infection. Men were more affected, as well as the afro descendent race was statistically significant in the paucibacillary cases (P=0.000) and illiterate/poor education in multibacillary cases (P=0.022). Nearly 40% of patients had positive bacilloscopy and grade I/ II disability, demonstrating a late diagnosis.
INTRODUCTION
Leprosy is a chronic infectious disease that affects the skin, the peripheral nerves and sometimes internal organs, depending on the degree of dissemination of the Mycobacterium leprae, of the patient's immunological response towards the bacillus and genetic characteristics of the individuals. months and mean monthly income of R$ 657.00. 2 The transmission of leprosy depends on contact with multibacillary patient. 1, 3 Literature data show that in previously endemic countries (Norway and Japan), when there was a reduction in the detection rates of new cases, there was an increase in the percentage of multibacillary cases in older age groups, indicating reduction in transmission of the infection. 4, 5 It is important to analyze individuals older than 60 years be- Basel et al. (2014) raised the possibility of reactivation of latent infections when leprosy occurs in older patients. 15 In the IBGE 2010 census, it was identified that the population aged over 60 years in the State of Espírito Santo was of 364,745 individuals, with 200,218 (54.8%) females. 13 In our study, the lepro- The State of Espírito Santo had 48.6% of the individuals self-declared brown-skinned in the census of 2010. 13 The individuals in the study were more frequently brown/black-skinned, with paucibacillary cases statistically more frequent (P=0.000). Regardless of age, Castro et al. (2016) , in a study on the incidence of leprosy in Brazilian states, found a higher frequency of the disease in non-white patients, suggesting a higher exposure of these patients to social conditions that facilitate the transmission of the disease. 16 According to IBGE's data (2012), the population above 60
years of age has a mean schooling of 3 years and 4 months, data in accordance with the majority of the cases (72.9%) in the study Piauí, proportional to aging, reflecting the long incubation period of the disease or a lack in early diagnosis. 9 The high number of multibacillary cases with a positive bacteriological index, can increase the risk of transmission of leprosy among non-immune persons. Few cases in the study (33.9%) had the peripheral nerves assessed, but 37.9% showed signs and/or symptoms of nerve involvement. Of the total 536 multibacillary cases assessed, 46.6% had abnormal peripheral nerves. Multibacillary cases have a higher susceptibility to peripheral nerve damage due to the presence of bacilli and leprosy reactions. Consequently, this predisposes to disability, being also associated to late diagnosis. 24 In the study, grades I and II disability were found in 39.9%
of individuals, being 208 paucibacillary cases and 709 multibacillary cases. Grade II disability points to a late diagnosis and to a flaw in healthcare regarding the early search for new cases. 14 Late diagnosis of leprosy indicates poor schooling, lack of adequate socioeconomic conditions, little knowledge of the disease by the population and lack of training on the disease among health professionals. 19, 25 In the study by Cruz Silva et al. (2015) , in Juazeiro (Bahia), the logistic regression of the data to determine factors associated to the degree of disability showed a connection to being male (P=0.001), being older than 45 years (P=0.000) and multibacillary (P=0.000), variables compatible with those of this study. 18 The early detection and protection of those susceptible can reduce the transmission of the disease, lessening physical disabilities and the stigma of leprosy. 26 Hence the importance of individually studying the Brazilian populations, with special attention to age groups (below 15 years of age, economically active population represented between 15 and 60 years and those older than 60 years), according to the circumstances of each region.
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